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Sienna Creates a Space for

Reflection and Discovery on

EMA

e
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Some albums tell stories. Others create environments. ‘'EMA by Sienna leans firmly
toward the latter, building a collection of songs that feels less like a linear journey

and more like a series of moments waiting to be experienced.

The Kyoto-born, Norway-based artist has spent more than a decade developing a
distinctive voice as a songwriter, producer, live electronic performer, and DJ. As a
Japanese expatriate in Norway's electronic music scene, Sienna has built a
reputation for embracing a “no rules” creative philosophy, drawing on electronica,
house, jazz, and traditional-contemporary Japanese influences without confining
herself to any single genre. Over the years, she has collaborated with artists such as
Norwegian psychedelic jazz trumpeter Nils Petter Molveer and the late English
bassist Mick Karn, and has also performed as an opening act in the UK.
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Moments That Define the Album

‘EMA by Sienna takes its name from ema (&), the wooden plaques found at
Japanese shrines where visitors leave wishes or prayers. That idea of communication
runs throughout the record. Rather than offering direct narratives, the songs often
feel like observations translated into sound, leaving space for listeners to draw their

own conclusions.

The opening track, ‘Be A Seeker, Believer, serves as an effective introduction to the
record's themes. Layers of electronic textures gradually evolve into a brighter and
more expansive arrangement, while the lyrics encourage persistence and self-belief.
The song doesn't feel like a motivational anthem; instead, it feels like a reminder to

remain open to possibility even when certainty is difficult to find.

A different perspective emerges on "Your Facts My Facts! Driven by electronic
rhythms and playful vocal elements, the song explores the idea that reality often
depends on perspective. | enjoyed how the track balances accessibility and
experimentation. However, for me, ‘Aenaria’ is one of the album's most memorable
compositions. The combination of piano, layered vocals, and orchestral textures
creates a cinematic atmosphere without becoming overly dramatic. There is a

reflective quality to the song that makes it linger in the mind long after it ends.

Final Thoughts

The album concludes with ‘From Here To Where You Are! a piece that abandons
urgency in favor of atmosphere. Water sounds, spacious arrangements, and
traditional Japanese elements gradually take center stage. | found this ending
particularly effective because it resists the temptation to provide a grand finale.
Instead, it allows the album to fade into contemplation.

What | appreciated most about ‘EMA by Sienna was its willingness to remain open-
ended. The album does not demand a specific interpretation, nor does it rely on
obvious emotional cues to guide the listener. Instead, it invites exploration. The more
time | spent with the record, the more its details began to surface: subtle transitions,
recurring ideas, and unexpected connections between tracks. Sienna has created
something that values attention and discovery. EMA may not provide straightforward

answers, but it offers plenty to reflect on long after the music stops.

You may also like listening to: Firefly Search Party’s “Sing Me a Song" Is Instant

Good Energy With Happy Riffs, Dreamy Vocals, and Folk Charm

To know more about the musical journey, follow Sienna on X.

Expressionist Yamazaki’s New Single ‘Katsu’ is a Cry of
Liberation

Listen to the album here.
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